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BUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving. (22 issues yearly) 
One Sub Third Class Mail $17.00 
(please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
One Sub First Class Mail $36.00 
(please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any exsisting subscription from third class to 
first class mail call 413-586-2274 for information. 


Send this coupon and check or money order to: 
The COMIC NEWS Check here for 
PO. Box 658 First Class ($36) 
Amherst, MA. 01004 


| was thinking the other day about Art, and whether the 
| literary arts get an undo amount of respect in compari- 
| son to the visual arts, and what makes a book intrin- 
sically more valuable than a painting, and are we not 
submitting to speciesism in our approach to art, because we can 
communicate with language, and thissets us apart from the other 
animals, many of which can see far better than we, and by that 
token do we value the written word more than the visual image, 
and that this is the reason that we think of novels as a more 
worthwhile art form than movies? 

And then I was thinking about the United States, and the 
recent orgasm of patriotism that seems to have gripped this 
country, and should we instead look at our values and our 
standingin the world, and that now that the USSR is falling apart 
and no longer interested in Global Conquest, and the Japanese 
are succeeding so well simply because they build a better product, 
and the Arabs in the Middle East being perceived less and less as 
a ragtag rabble and more as section of the world with something 
to say, and that what they have tosay is that wecame in and killed 
thousands of them, and now tacitly support in the civil war in Iraq 
the very “madman” wespent billions ofdollars trying to overthrow, 
and by this duplicity are we not sending the message to the world 
that we will use force to solve whatever problem pleases us at the 
moment, and doesn’t this make us, for all intents and purposes, 
the world’s bad guy? 

And then I thought that with this powerhouse line-up, 
shouldn’t the Red Sox waltz into the World Series, only to lose it 
in the 7th game when, leading 10-0 going into the 9th inning, 
Roger Clemens has a nervous breakdown and gives up 11 runson 
one pitch to the Cubs? 

And then I had lunch. 

Have a Happy Spring, and a Happy Opening Day every- 


one. 
PuiL KILBOURNE 
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PELHAM AUTO SALES 
1315 FEDERAL ST. (RT.9) 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
413-253-9811 


Sometimes, 


another car is 
the answer ... 
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Dear Mr. Shut Up and I'll Tell You, 

Iwas wondering if you could tell me how Ginger Snaps got their name. This has 
been preying on my mind and I need some answers. M.T,, Green Bay, WI 
Dear MT, 

If this has been preying on your mind, then you need help, and here I am to offer 
it. Ginger Snaps got their name froma notorious and hushed up incident on the set of every 
baby boomers favorite show, GILLIGAN’S ISLAND. It seems that the Skipper-remarked 
one too many times that if Ginger didn’t stop eating cookies, she would explode out of the 
slinky sequined dress she was poured into just three hours before, (coincidentally, the 
intended length of the tour the Minnow was taking when “the tiny ship was tossed”). What 
follows is a transcript of Ginger’s reaction: 

GINGER: “What’s that, fat boy? Who the hellare you to... (sound ofbreakage). Andanother 
thing, why do I have all these dresses? Are we supposed to believe I took these on an 
aftemoon excursion? It’s stupid! Or did I make them out of seashells and grass? 
PROFESSOR: “Calm down, Ginger. Everyone knows...” 

GINGER: “Shut up Egghead! And you! Everyone knows? Everyone knows about youand 
that little goody-goody Mary Anne, but nobody has the gitts to say anything! She’s so pure, 
she’s so sweet. Yet she’s all the time in those little halter tops, and those shorts, and I wear 
these Los Vegas rejects. I’m supposed to be the sexy one! I’m supposed to be the adolescent 
fantasy machine! (More sound of breakage) I'm tired of being just a piece of flesh to satisfy 
some Neanderthal producer’s idea of womanhood. I want Ginger to be the smart one, I want 
Ginger to solve a problem once in a while. But No! All Ginger can do is sing some idiotic 
vamp song every other episode. She wants to bean actress. She wants to be sexy. BUT HAVE 
YOU EVER SEEN HER WITH A MAN!!??!! Draw your own conclusions." 
GILLIGAN: "Hey, what’s going on...” 

GINGER: "Go back to your little grass shack, Sailor Boy! (Sound of cookies being thrown) 
I want substance, I want reality, I want...(Sound ofa scuffle) Get you hands off me, Ma goo!” 
(Recorder goes dead) 

Since then, the cookie she was eating has been known as the Ginger Snap. 


Dear Mr. Shut Up and Il Tell You, 
What's the difference between running shoes and sneakers? TH., St. Louis MO 

Dear TH, - 

$150. Stupid question. 


Dear Mr. Shut Up and I'll Tell You, 

As Spring approaches, can you tell all of us baseball fans why teams practice in 
Florida? Is it because Mickey Mouse is there, and the Red Sox want to feel at home? TK, 
Nahant, MA 


Dear Nahant, 

Red Sox fan, huh? You know, there isa theory that Billy Buckner and Bucky Dent 
are one and the the same. Makes you wonder about the Anti-Christ, doesn’t it? 

To get to your question, get out your Rand McNally. Look at the big map of the 
United States. Notice anything about the shape of Florida? Anything about the shape of Florida 
that reminds you of something, well, familiar? Since baseball is a male monopoly, these 
Boys of Summer wish to practice ina place they feel comfortable, and Florida’s shape makes 
them feel right at home. 

But what about the West Coast teams, you may ask. Well, they hold Spring 
Training in Arizona, and that state’s water supply, it has been well documented, is loaded 
with testosterone. You only have to look at the legislation passed in the last million years 
to geta grasp of what I’m saying. 

Speaking of water supplies and Florida, you all know about Ponce de Leon and 
his search for the Fountain of Youth. But little has been written about Buster de Leon, and 
his search for the Fountain of Couth. He spent decades exploring the Swamps and seashore 
of Florida, and came up empty, a broken man, declaring that there was no couth in Florida, 
(or, as it was known in the 16th Century, Frontierland). One only has to look at former 
Govemor (and present-day Drug Czar) Bob Martinez to realize the truth of that statement. 


—_er—_eoooooo——  — 


If You have a question for Mr. Shut-up and I’ll Tell You, keep it to yourself! If you can’t, 
you might try sending in your question, (in simple language, obviously), care of this paper. 
He can't guarantee he'll answer, but then again, he doesn't care. 
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'mprobly the only personyou'llevermeetwhohas 
season tickets to the Texas Rangers baseball team. | 
think there are eight of us. There used to be more, but 
we lose two or three every year during the month of 
August when we start to realize that God didn't intend 
for baseballto be playedin Texas. They just sort of keel 
over in their chairs, and a faint steamy mist rises up out 
oftheir skulls. We look outtothe bigthermometer onthe 
right-field scoreboard and say, “Dam! We should of 
known Oscar was about to blow when it hit 112.” 


Therearetwokindsof gamesatArlingtonStadium, 
wherethe Rangers play. The first kindis agame where 
Nolan Ryan pitches, Atthese games there are 875,000 
people in the stands, and you have to fight your way in 
because everybody's screaming stuff at you like "I'll 
give you five hundred dollars just to touchyour ticket to 
this game!” 

The other kind of game is ... well ... every other 
game the Rangers play. At these games, especially if 
it's a Tuesday night, there are 200 people inthestands, 
and you can actually have an influence onthe outcome 
by yelling things at the batter like “Swing, you bozo!” 


Actually, |don’tthink yelling “Swing, youbozo!”has 
ever worked, but when there are 200 people there, you 
have the illusion of affecting the outcome, whichis just 
as good. 

Anyhow, the problem of being a season-ticket- 
holder to the Texas Rangers is that we obviously need 
to come up with things to do during the actual games, 
andsomostly we talk aboutthe players. We havetotalk 
about something orwe'llend up eatingthe food. People 
who only go the ball game once a year can afford to 
devour steamy Velveeta nachos, the famous “Super 
Dog,” or ice cream served in a batting helmet, but it 
takes afour-day recovery period. Season-ticket-holders 
have to remain in top physical condition, because 
they're coming back tomorrow night. 


Anyhow, in these group discussions, | usually 
haveincisive analyticalcomments like, “Pete Incaviglia 
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doesn't look as fat this:y ath 
couple, threé seasons that this just doesn’t pass as 
legitimate baseball conversation anymore. You'vegotta 
be able to say something like this: 

“IfSierradoesn'tincrease his slugging percentage 
by another hundred points, he won't be able to win 
arbitration in the off-season.” 

“Ever since Guzman had the arthroscopic on his 
elbow, his slider has slowed down.” 

(Ishould point out that | don’t know whether it was 
Guzman orsomebody else who“hadthe arthroscopic,” 
and it might have been on his elbow or it might have 
been on his hiney for all | know, and | don’t even know 
whether Guzman throws a slider. It’s just an example.) 


And my eyes glaze over. 
Or they'll say: 


“Rafael hasn't been hitting with power the last 
three weeks, but it’s family problems.” 


Family problems? 

It's family problems? 

How do they know this? 

The baseball fan of twenty years ago basically 


knew the names of the players on the team and inwhat* 


order they batted. The players had no first names. “Did 
yousee Caritonpitchyesterday? Itwas great!” This was 
about the level of conversation. 


Then something happened. The devoted fan 
started callingthese players by theirfirst names. Jeffis 
not concentrating tonight.” Like you've just had athree- 
hour psychotherapy session with Jeff. Or “Ruben has 
got to get his temper under control.” Like Ruben just 
came up inthe stands and told you how muchhe hates 
the Orioles, And last names are only used when the 
playerisin big trouble. “That Incaviglia stands way too 
far off the plate!” 


But the truly amazing development is the amount 
of personal information the fan has about each player. 
“Well, you could almost predict Jose would have a bad 
year after he got that one-point-four million contract.” 


They know the exact amount of money the guy 
makes, down to the “point-four.” And there’s always a 
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millionaire.” , ere 

don't know why sports fans are so bitter abo 
vee getting money, but they talk aboutit allthetime, 
over and over and over again. 

“You know, Mickey Mantle didn’tearn inhiswhole 
career what that guy will make this one season.” 

“No player is worth that much money.” 

Like they're gonna get the money if the player 
doesn't. 

Why dothey feel sobitter aboutthis? New Kids On 
TheBlockmakesthree million aweek, butnobody goes 
to aNew Kids On The Block concert and bitches about 
how much money they make. Larry Hagman gets a 
couple hundred thou for every episode of “Dallas,” but 
nobody watches a scene of “Dallas” and then says, 
“Larry shouldn't have gotten the two hundred thou this 
week. That scene was fame.” 

But ball players are greedy. 

And they know about their personal lives. 


“Well, his dad was an alcoholic, you know, and he 
was raised by his grandmother.” 

You're hearing this about a guy while you're 
watching him hit a ball with a bat and run around afield 
in his pajamas. And you wanna say, “You know what? 
lreally didn’t wannaknow that. That's for, like, his priest 
or his shrink.” 


I’drather just know his batting average, ifit’s allthe 
same to you. 


Infact, Ithink!'ll gostudy the batting averagesright 
now. We have several guys on the Rangers who might 
break that .250 barrier this year. 


“The Cosmic Wisdom of Joe Bob Briggs,” acollec- 
tion of Joe Bob’s most popular columns, is now avail- 
able from Random House. To discuss the meaning of 
life with Joe Bob, or to get free junk in the mail and Joe 
Bob’s worldfamous “We Are the Weird” newsletter, 
write PO. Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob’s Fax: 
214-368-2310.” 
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malt was a dark day * * 
when an alliance of gov- 
ernments, trying to wipe 
Out separatists attending a 
U.N. peace conference, 
dubbed it a “terrorist 
meeting” and bombed the 
United Nations. Darker 
yet were the days follow- 
ing. Only a few reporters 
were allowed on the 
scene. Even then, their 
reports were censored. 
“News” was spoon-fed to 
the media in military 
briefings. As the other sur- 
vivors and I huddled 
around a TV in our bunker 
deep below the U.N. ruins, 
we knew the red-blooded 
American press would 
Soon expose this propa- 
ganda for what it was. 


ot content with # AR 
merely disrupting the 
U.N. peace conference, 
the so-called allies vowed 


Ny | ¢ ? 
to continue the aerial | if}, TA rt CY p, do; 
bombing until the survi- I Ald Ne Qin) 
‘ wy 
vors, huddled in the on 


United Nations’ subbase- 
ment bunker, repudiated 
all their separatist claims 
and ethnic grievances. 
Allied military spokes- 
men, obviously trained by 
public relations consult- 
ants, pitched Operation 
Status Quo as aright- |3 
eous, omnipotent, high- \q 
tech marvel. As pervasive { 
and subtle as the allies’ 
smoke screen was, I was 
counting on the American 
public to see through it as 
Scurrilous propaganda. ¢ 


"President Bill" appears in President Bill, a Graphic Epic, a book published by Andrews and McMeel. This book is now available 


at Broadside Bookshop, Food For Thought Books, and the Beyond Words bookstore. Get caught up on the story. It's worth it. 


FUNNY ANTIQUES 
For SALE 


Have we got back issues? Boy howdy! If you want all 33 issues 
of THE VALLEY COMIC NEWS, (from September of 1989), 
just send us $25, and you will get the entire anthology of the 
Valley's best news source. Please allow two to three weeks for 
delivery. Send check, name and address to: BACK ISSUES, PO 
BOX 658, AMHERST, MA 01004 

Questions call 413-586-2274. 
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_*BACK ISSUES SALE*BACK ISSUES SALE: 


Sova 


V 


SWIVSSHISSIOVE 
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| INTO THE GRAD 

| SCHOOL OF 

YOUR CHOICE? 

Sure, there are other 

schools. But why settle? 

Kaplan prep courses help 

students raise their scores 
and their chances of 

| being admitted into their 


first-choice schools. Fact 
is, noone has helped 
students score higher! 


KAPLAN 


STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER LTD. 
OTHER COURSES: MCAT, DAT, NCLEX, NTE, CPA, BAR REVIEW, & OTHERS 


LSAT Classes beginning April 16-23 
GMAT Classes beginning April 10-17 
GRE Classes beginning April 11-18 


549-5708 — 


256-4123 Amherst 
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Most domestic animals 
were domesticated by man, 
but the cat it’s said, is 
unique: It domesticated it- 
self. 

Sa 


Q. What happens to super- 
market meat nobody buys? 
A. Goesto arendering plant 
towind upin pet food, soap, 
whatever. rN 


Mohandas Gandhi is usu- 
ally listed among the 20th 
century's foremost think- 
ers. It’s a matter of record 
one of his favorite books 
was a volume entitled 
“Constipation and Our 
Civilization. 


It's not a “replica” - to be 
precise - unless it’s made 
by the maker of the origi- 
nal. 


OR | BAVEIT 


Q. When did Yogi Berra 
come up with the line “It 
ain't over ‘til the fat lady 
sings’? 

A. Hedidn’t. ASanAntonio 
sports announcer named 
Dan Cook first said it. And 
Dick Motta popularized it 
when he coached the 
Washington Bullets during 
the NBA pievolts in 1978. 


Sir lsaac Newton was an- 
other of those cerebral 
souls who never remem- 
ber when they last ate. Ata 
table once, he looked away. 
Somebody put a couple of 
chicken bones onhis plate. 
He looked back. That was 
it. Dinner wis done. 


One coyote can sound like 
a dozen, say the experts. 
But they don’t say exactly 
how it manages that, ex- 
ceptto claim: The coyoteis 
a true ventriloquist. 


by L. M. Boyd | 


The Medical Society gf 


It was General Maxwell 
Taylor who sald, “A peace- 
time army is a chimney in 
the summer.” 


Apickpocket of lengthy ex- 
perience says, “Nevertrust 
a grownup with an ice 
cream cone. Tipping ice 
cream on you is the 
pickpocket’s favorite way 
to stare 


Teddy Roosevelt’s 
Roughriders fought their 
biggest halt on foot. 


Experts now say both Tho- 
mas A. Edison and Albert 
Einstein Wes dyslexic. 


How many is “63 quadril- 
lion’? However many, 
that’s the estimated num- 
ber of different shots pos- 
sible on a standard billiard 
table. 


if “plumbum” weren't an- 
other word for “lead, no 
doubt we'd calla “plumber 
something else. 

eo 


In late autumn of every 
year, one Texas nudist 
camp posts this sign: 
“Clothed for iS Winter.” 


Q. What makes waves 
break? 
A. Topwater moving faster 
than bottom water. Hap- 
pens when the water is only 
1.3 times as deep as the 
wave is high. 

® 


Took Oscar Hammerstein 
three weeks to write the 
lyrics to “Oh, What a Beau- 
tiful Morning.” Richard 
Rodgers wrote the music 
in ten minutes. 


You can expect your 
thumbnail to grow 1.6 
inches a year. 

® 


Why don’t you assign the 
medical researcher in your 


In New Zealand a couple of 
hundred years ago, any 
man without a tattoo was 
just a pepory. 


Petrarch climbed Mount 
Ventoux In southern 
France In 1336. Some say 
that marked the beginning 
of the Renaissance, be- 
cause “it was the first time 
anybody had climbed a 
mountain just to see the 
view. 


An efficiency expert con- 
tends executives waste 
about three hours a week 
just looking be things. 


Q. What's the most accu- 
rate measurement science 


‘has yet devised? 


A. Will quote you the an- 
swer. Good luck. “A sec- 
ond in time is the duration 
of 9,192,631,770 periods 
of the radiation. corre- 
sponding to the transition 
between two hyperfine lev- 
els of the ground state of 
the cesium-133 atom.” Got 


Wisconsin has reporteg 
revealed that state has the 
highest proportion of Over. 
weight citizens, 
7) 

Ought to be a monument 
too, at the corner of 74th 
Street and Central Park 
West in New York City, That 
was where driver Arthur 
Smith in 1889 ran over 
Henry Bliss, the first Us, 
pedestrian killed by a car 


Dinosaur experts say not 
just one butatleastadozen 
mass extinctions wiped out 
the big beasts. 
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Q. What's “surimi"? 
A. Imitation crabmeat. 

4 
World's biggest lake is five 
and a half times as big as 
the world's second biggest 
lake. No. 1, Caspian Sea, 
No. 2, Lake Superior. 
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That chronic viewer you 
and | call a “couch potato" 


==); family to figure out why p is known in England as a 
i | stress triggers coldsores?. * © Utelly-belly." 
0 l bd ; . 
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i walking your path of wholeness again. | 
These days when the earth is quaking beneath our feet, it’s important 
to re-leamn to walk confidently and restore balance to ourselves and others... I 
| FEY listening deeply...walking our path of wholeness again. [AW Np i 
B_ ADMISSION AN i 100.9FM 1 
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t to Rocking Dave & The Rent 
9] be featuring seer Eshdbies > x : fh (benefit for Beyond War) be r q ae 
q and Workshops on 7] « on Shamanism & | inspired by musician Wade Larsen, 5 
Wholistic Health, Herbology, VWs Native American | finda natural foods kitchen, and i \ Fre sh In redient N 
{ — pers sae ae bees pi Ways with Jim & plenty of free parking. i \S g ) 
; ee, itation, Yoga an, Sherry Husfelt, founders| . For booth registration and more 4 ° ° 
much more! 7. ae formati tact Michael Brady, 
T General admission is only $3 if you of Spirit of the Warrior, ~ pia (44: 3) 586-1 nae. ie I | al Refreshing Prices ‘ 
J peesitetaieder-ditha |and haresIawrene | SS ee | , 
under 12 are free! inspir is mentor & | 5; 
] You'll meet Trevor Woofenden - cs coh Campbell SATURDAY & SUNDAY, l W. 
i ee 1pm-Spm, $25 ’ | APRIL 13-14, 9.30am - 8pm j @ offer lunch and dinner 
j Eaton, be entranced by storyteller | #PM-9pM, o4v. NORTHAMPTON INN (191 & Rts) " : 
: zy daily, always made with the freshest 
3 ingredients, We’ ; 
q : f We're also the only restaurant in the area to offer lagers 
@ and ales brewed ri ; 
tt ed right on the premises, the best beer in the Northeast! 
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Northampton Brewery e 
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Downtown Nor mopton 


Copyright © 1991, Cartoonists and Writers Syndicate 


GROGAN 
Cape Times 


Cape Town 
SOUTH AFRICA} }} 


ENGLAND 


TRUTH, JUSTICE ANDA SECOND TERM 


PARADISE COPIES, INC 


e Résumé Typesetting 

e Résumé Copies 

e Résumé Paper - incl. recycled 
e Matching Envelopes 


LASAGNA 


WE DELIVER QUALITY 
OPEN'DAILV 11 am. UMTS FREE DELIVERY 


Call Us at 256-0222 oT OUR HOME OR OFFICE! 


ONE COUPON PER PIZZA 
BEER eee eee eee ees 


M-F 8:30 am —10 pm 
SAT 9:00 am — 5 pm 
SUN 12:00 pm — 7 pm 


30 Crafts Ave. ° Northampton ° 585-0414 ° Fax 585-0417 
We're down the street from Spoleto’s! 
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AMATEUR NIGHT 
Due to spacial limitations, Amateur 


Night will not appear this issue. Keep 
sending them in though, for it will return 


next time. 


Ed. 


BUSINESS CARD ADVERTISING 
The Valley Comic News is offering 
this opportunity for area entrepre- 
neurs. Just send us your business 
card and we will print it as an ad. 
Each card will be printed in it's en- 


tirety, reduced slightly (8%) to fit. 
The cost? A mere $30 each time we 
run it (Volume discounts available). 
Ideal for the individual business per- 
son, be they therapist, chiropractor, 
photographer, or Indian Chief. 

If you thought you couldn't afford 
advertising, think again. 


Call Phil at 586-2274 for more details 


ON 


EXCUSE US, SIR... 
WERE YOU 
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‘EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Floods 


Some 750 villages in the 
kal southern half of Iran were 

hit by a renewed round of 
flooding. Streams in the southwest 
were still flowing black and greasy 
due to fallout caused by smoke from 
burning oil fields in Kuwait. 

Flash floods in the East African 
nation of Malawi left at least 472 
people dead and thousands home- 
less. The flood waters, covering an 
area of about 200 square miles, 
swept away roads, several bridges, 
and an unspecified numberof homes 
45 miles southeast of Blantyre. 

Six people drowned and another 
sight were reported missing when 
the rain-swollen Tingo River flooded 
a northern Andean mining settle- 
ment in northwestern Peru. 

Floods struck one of Morocco's 
most fertile vallays and closed roads 
between Rabat and Tangier. The re- 
gion had been lashed by torrential 
rain, gales, and thunderstorms inthe 
days leading up to the inundation. 


Doomed Fish 


Thousands of Atlantic 
[<4] salmon that returned to a 

Nova Scotia river after it 
was cleansed of pollutants will proba- 
bly perish because Canadian gov- 
ernment spending cuts have can- 
celed the water-treatment project. 
Canada hadbeen spending $87,000 
annually for the past six years to 
treat the East River with lime, which 
offset the deadly effects of acid rain 
and other industrial pollutants. As 
the program succeeded, thousands 
of salmon returned to spawn in the 
river and adjoining lakes. 

An estimated 500,099 fish per- 
ished in the polluted Levubu River in 
South Africa's black homeland of 
Venda after a fruit farmer dumped 
pesticide into the river. Clinics re- 
ported treating scores of villagers 
suffering from stomach ailments after 
they unwittingly drank water and ate 
fish before warnings of the pollution 
reached them. 


For the week ending 
March 15, 1991 
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Calmed Current 


Columbia University sci- 
entists have detected that 
. one of the deep ocean's 
natural water pumps seems to have 
switched off east of Greenland dur- 
ing the 1980s. Under normal condi- 
tions, cold, salty, and heavier water 
sinks in the Greenland Sea, and is 
replaced by warmer, less salty sur- 
face waters flowing from the south. 
This complex “conveyer belt” warms 
northern Europe andthe British Isles 
far more than their northerly lati- 
tudes would normally allow. Peter 
Schlosser of Columbia's Lamont 
Doherty Laboratory doesn't know 
exactly what nearly has caused the 
current to stop, but suspects in- 
creased runoff from Siberian rivers 
or increased melting of polar ice. 


Testing 
The U.S. exploded its first 
e3) nuclear bomb in nearly four 
months at the Nevada Test 
Site shortly after noon on March 8. 


Next time yo 
of our advertisers’ 
businesses ... 


The Department of Energy an- 
nounced the blast had a relatively 
weak force of less than 20 kilotons. 
This type of small explosion has 
been known to be used to test de- 
vices such as X-ray lasers, and other 
weapons associated with the Star 
Wars program. 


Tropical Storms 


Tropical storm Sharon 
(6) packed winds of 45 miles 

per hour as it passed over 
Mindanao Island but caused no sig- 
nificant damage. The out-of-season 
tropical storm brought needed relief 
to parts of the southern Philippines 
that were in their fourth month of 
drought, and were facing an inva- 
sion of locusts. 


Earthquakes 
A sharp quake broke win- 
KS dows and knocked items 
off shelves in the Austra- 
lian gold-mining town of Kalgoorlie. 
Earth movements were also felt in 


Thank them 


IF IT HAD BEEN 
LEFT UP TO T; 
LIBERALS... NE 


Sl 


WILLIE HORTON, HERE 


WOULD STILL BE 
AROUND LOOSE 


for supporting us. 


By Steve Newman 


-59° 
Verkhoyansk, 
Siberia 


eastern Siberia, southern Iran, east- 
ern Colombia, Taiwan, northern 
Chile, central Alaska, and the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 


Power Down Under 


, Researchers in Australia 
cA have discovered the 

=] world’s longest natural 
electrical current running deep be- 
neath the vast outback. The arc is 
3,700 miles long and ranges in width 
from 31 to 62 miles. It stretches from 
Broome, in the northwest, to the 
South Australian Desert, where it 
splits with one line hitting the south 
coast near Adelaide and another 
continuing northward to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. Geophysicist Francois 
Chamalaun of Flinders University 
said the current isn't strong enough 
to be tapped for commercial power, 
but does runthrough all of Australia's 
major onshore oil and gas fields. If 
scientists can learn why these areas 
conduct electricity, itcould leadthem 
to new deposits. 
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UNNING 


raiser stata v5Ihi 90 % OFF Sean area Sarna 
Get rid of that winter fur! Stes ee 


58 Pleasant St. Northampton, <_ | WHALEN 
STATIONERS 


40 Main St. Amherst 
162 Main St. Northampton 


COLLEGE SUPPLIES » COMPUTOR PRODUCTS 
OFFICE ACCESSORIES 
(Expires 4/13/91) 
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EF DN 413-256-6217 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Gulf Update 


The huge oil slick released 
into the Persian Gulf dur- 
ing the recent contlict now 


covers half of Saudi Arabia's coast- 
line, according to an expert from the 
World Wildlife Fund. A team of Japa- 
nese environmental experts who 
were making an aerial survey of 
Kuwait warned that crude oil was still 
leaking into the Gulf from an island 


oilfacility, and from tankers anchored. 


off the coast. 

Officials in the Kuwaiti capital 
warned residents that the thick 
smoke from 900 burning oil wells 
could cause serious health prob- 
lems, and suggested that they con- 
sider leaving the country temporar- 
ily. In tran, black rains caused by the 
smoke clouds continued to pollute 
tivers, streams, and water supplies. 


A police officer in the southern prov- F 
ince of Bushehrsaid thatrain-caused yew oe ee Women’s 
“slicks are so dense that they can - Children’s 


easily be set alight.” 
Floods 


At least 20 people died 
‘on when massive floods 
struck the Brazilian capital 
of Sao Paulo during a night of chaos 
caused by the worst rainstorm in the 
City's history. Flood waters surged to 
as high as six feet in some streets. 
Many people slept on the roofs of 
their stranded cars, and the Brazil- 
ian Television System was forced to 
Suspend broadcasts for several 
hours when its studios were flooded. 
The same antarctic cold front re- 
Sponsible for the Brazilian floods 
produced massive inundations in 
Northern Argentina's Salta and 
provinces. 
Runoff from days of heavy tropi- 
cal rainstorms paralyzed a long 
Stretch of Hawaii's main island. 


Hail 

Hailstorms killed 69 people 
EA and injured more than 

1,000 others in central 
China's Hunan province. China's 
semi-official Hong Kong China News 
service said that the storms also 
killed 4,500 farm animals. 


Drought 

The Beijing Daily reported 

that the Chinese capital is 

suffering from its worst 
drought in 30 years. Three recent 
snowfalls have failed to help, and 
almost 60 percent of the wheat crop 
around Beijing is threatened. Inthe 
past, chronic water shortages have 
prompted the government to con- 
sider moving the capital. 


hair salon 


Quakes 
Earth movements werefelt 
[ss] in Crete, along the Greece- 
Albania border, southern 


Alaska and in Virginia during a quiet 
week for worldwide seismic activity. 


Twisters 

A tornado ripped through 
ez] part of Lakeland, Florida, 

destroying about 60 mo- 
bile homes and scattering debris for 
miles, but causing no serious inju- 
ries. The fiercest storm to strike 
Southern California in five years 
spawned a twister that tore roofs off 
houses and stores, and uprooted 
trees asit hopscotched over aseven- 
mile path near Los Angeles. 
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Swank Detour 


The annual rite of the 
swallows returning to the 
Mission San Juan Capis- 


tranoin Southern Californiaoccurred 
right on schedule, but some of the 
birds tooka sharp left turn and wound 
up inthe fashionable beach commu- 
nity of Malibu. Dozens of the swal- 
lows, whichhad migrated 5,000 miles 
from Goya, Argentina, took up resi- 
dence in the eaves of the library and 
other buildings at Malibu's Pepper- 
dine University. Legend has it that 
the swallows failed to arrive at Cap- 
istrano on time only once, in 1935, 
because of a storm. The mission bell 
rang at 8:07 a.m. on Wednesday to 
signal the arrival of a flock of 30 to 60 
swallows. Development around the 
mission has reduced the numbers of 


ye Fretted 1 


nstrument Workshop x 


ce) 49 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. 01002 


~ for the dancer in you 


Men’s 


Maternity 


. 


~. 


bodywear e footwear 
sport & activewear 
fashions & basics 


(413) 586-8050 


2nd floor, Thornes Marketplace 
150 MAIN ST, NORTHAMPTON, MA 
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Oahu's northeast and north shores Regular and drenching rains inre- : Geran oe 
were ed tha drought The March equinox oc- ! g oM ly 
alot som naif < el aig of the Middle curred at 3:02 a.m. ing other, more spacious settings to 
Torrential fee nooded ey of East but continued dryness in Cy- Greenwich Mean Time on make their California home. 
Pretoria, Johannesburg, awide area prus forced the government to con- March 21. This marked the start of  adgitional S 5 th Chemne Aneivale 
of the western Transvaal, andwest- _siderimporting water from neighbor- spring in the northern hemisphere. Center, U. S. Earthquake presen Coraae 
Autumn began south of the equator. —_ and the World Meteorological Organization. The Valle y Comic News ° April 4, 1 991 13 


ern Orange Free State. 


ing countries. 
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON 
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| > ere 


© 1991 Universal Press Syndicate 


Every hour on the hour, a huge truck, made entirely “There he is, Stan! ... On that’birch tree, second “It’s Mrs. Griffin across the hall. ... Seems a giant 
of pressed ham, lumbers its way across Dog Heaven branch from the top, and chattering away like crazy! ... tentacle smashed her door in today, grabbed her little 
— and all the car chasers can decide for themselves I tell you — first come the squirrels and then shih tzu, and dragged it away. ... She called the 

whether or not to participate. come the squirrel guns.” Harrisons, but their squid is over at the park!” 


Great Mexican & American food served quickly & inexpensively 


in a friendly & casual atmosphere. Discover TACO VILLA today! 


TACOS * NACHOS + BURRITOS * QUESADILLAS * TAQUITOS * ENCHILADAS 
BURRITO SUPREMOS « CHIMICHANGAS °« CHILI RELLENOS ° FAJITAS *« TOSTADAS 
MEXICAN PIZZA * BURGERS *« DOGS ° CHICKEN 


All entrees available vegetarian / No lard used - never have, never will! 


GREAT DAILY SPECIALS « All day! Every day! 
; Complete meals, including entree, side order & beverage. From $3.40 to $4.75 


Downtown Northampton Downtown Amherst Springfield 

21 Center Street 41 Boltwood Walk 749 Sumner Ave. 
584-0673 256-8217 788-0919 
B.Y.O.B. Beer & Wine Served B.Y.O.B. 
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Saving on transportation costs, some pioneers were “Well, it’s a delicate situation, sir. ... Sophisticated “Look at this shirt, Remus! You can zip-a-dee-doo- 
known to head west on covered skates. firing system, hair-trigger mechanisms, and Bob's wife dah all day long for all | care, but you keep that dang 
just left him last night, so you know his mind's Mr. Bluebird off your shoulder!” 
not into this.” 


© 1991 Universal Press Syndicate 


— © 1985 Universal Press Syndicate 
(Ot) 

(HCH) 
(KG) 


“Oh, the whole flower bed is still in shock! He was 
such a quiet butterfly — kept to himself mostly.” 


© 1991 Universal Press Syndicate 
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and conquer: 


Ghost newspapers 
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FOOD FOR 
> ee D 


* ABVAP...-¥: x/ | \N 
ROSEY \ Ime 
Tk 1h Jew 
J (OD SO le F; 
Ne 7 Ney 
THOUGHT 
BOOKS 
ideas fora chauging world 
27 South Pleasant St. 


Amherst, MA. 
413-253-5432 
Mon & Tues 9:30-6:00 
Wed - Fri 9:30-7:00 
Sat 9:30-6:00 
Sun 12:00-5:00 


* 


ig Arts 


; lyrics by Fred Ebb 
Reservations: 413-585-3220 


hn Kander 
$2 » 
I4 p.m. ¢ “Dollar Night” is April 17, all seats $1 


y Jo 
Zens 


SMITH COLLEGE THEATRE PRESENTS 


* 8pm ° Theatre 14, Mendenhall Center for the Performin 


y Mark Harrison * Music b 
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Box office hours: Monday-Friday, 


— 


/ ) YOU'VE GOTTEN So 
MANN, LETS LET 
SOMEONE ELSE 
TRY THIS ONE, 


NOW, INSTEAD OF MAKING A 

COMPLETE DUPLICATE OF ME, 

T'VE MADE A DUPLICATE OF 

JUST MY 600D S\0E! HE 

DOES ALL THE WORK AND I 

GET ALL THE CREDIT! HE'S 
A JOTAL SAP! 


T'VE GOT TO SAY, || TLL GRANT \ IT WAS SO 
HOBBES, LVE REAULY | |iT NEEDED | SIMPLE To ADD 
PERFECTED MX OLD | |PERFECTING. / AN ETHICATOR! 
DUPLICATOR THIS —{_I DONT KNOW 


er 


\ 
Qcz ‘< 
| 


THERES NOTHING THIS THE ETHICATOR MUSTVE DONE 
TWERP LIKES BEITER THAN |e SOME DEEP DIGGING To 
MAKING EVERYONES LIFE UNEARTH H/M/ 

| 


BY ONL DUPLICATING MY 
G00D S\DE, LE ENSURED 
THAT THIS DUPLICATE. WONT 


S 


, IT_CANT_ HAPPEN EXPLOIT? 
Y~ 


THIS T\ME! 


CAUSE ANN TROUBLE! HE'S EASIER! HE 
|| A COMPLETE BOY SCOUT! SO) \LWES FoR IT TALK ABOUT 
TRUE, BUT THANKS % SoD SOMEONE 
To THE ETHICATOR, Ae Ss «© EASY To 
\ an 


HE DOESNT COMPLAIN, BUT 
HIS SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 
SURE GETS ON MN NERVES. 


WHEN Nou'RE DONE PUTTING |] ISNT THIS THE LIFE? WE CET 
MX TOYS AWAY, YOU CAN Ger] | To Do WHATEVER WE WANT 
TO WORK ON MY WHILE GOODY-TWO-SHOES HERE 
MATH ASSIGNMENT. |] DoES ALL THE WORK! HE 


DOESNT EVEN @OMPLAIN! 


VIRTUE {S 
\TS OWN 
REWARD. A 


HELLO, MAN T= WHY? SO You 
CARRY YOUR = CAN THROW 
BOOKS FOR THEM IN A 


STRICTLY SPEAKING,| IF THAT | BOY, HAVE T AND IF You THINK 
I'M NOT CALVIN. | WAS TRUE, HEARD ZHAT Xou CAN GET MY 
IM THE PHYSICAL | You'd BE | JOKE A Lor. BOOKS BY ACTING 


You? PUDDLE OR MANIFESTATION 
| SOMETHING ? OF CALNINS \ Se ene 
FORGET IT! ; 
THINK AGAIN! 


© 1991 Waterson Disinbuted by Unversai Press Syndcala 


WHO, SUSIE? 


SWE CLEARIN ' 
YOU WERENT | | OFFERED To ARMY OWMAN! NOBODY | SHE SEEMED 


DOESNT = SAW YOU, DID UPSET, SO THIS 
TRUST YOU THEN?! THEY'LL AFTERNOON I 
AT ALL. THINK IT WAS aI Too HER SOME 

| ME. Xo WANT #} FLOWERS T 


TO MAKE \T PICKED, BUT... 
Look LIKE TI haps 
LIKE WER Pv 


Je MAN, HES GONE Too FAR! 
T DONT -MIND IF HE CLEANS 
AND GETS Goop 
Hes ate Ne AT BEING 
SIE/ 
DUPLICATE Sr tt 


TaL ss SAV. 
A GIRL P7— 


O4, T THINK HES FiguReD 
THAT OUT. I SAW KIM 
CUTTING HEARTS ovT OF 
RED CONSTRUCTION PAPER ! 


<7 


» And WHo Could Make 
MY HERE FEEL Wo0ZY ? 

On tHou, MY fair 
SWEET SuUSjE. 


: 
: : 


Nou LITTLE 


EU eae ORR Ure MORE SARCASM?! 


OF THE GET RID OF SLIMY 
Wi Ae + AN REPUTATION: ary ane 
: INCIPLES / 
WEVE GOT TO STOP HIM CLOBRER YOU, CALVIN. 


You'RE WELL ANYONE 
STARING CAN SEE 7HAT| | CAN FATHOM 
RIGHT AM T HERE | (THE FEMININE 
THERE! = ANYWHERE 


WHO AREYOU YOU, YOU 

CALLING A SELF-CENTERED, 

JERK, YOU = CONNIVING 

NAMBY-PAMBY BRAT/ 
GOODY! 


A JERK, SHE 
2” | ALWAYS THINKS 


MY ETHICATOR, 
MACHINE MUST'VE 
HAD A BUILT-IN 
MORAL COMPROMISE 
SPECTRAL RELEASE 
PHANTASMATRON / 
TM A GENWS! 


ANOTHER 
CASUALTY 
OF APPLIED 
METAPHYSICS. 


% WS A FIGHT 
YOU WANT, {S (17 
WHY, TLL TEAR 
YoU LIMB. FROM... 


No, NO! \ T HAVE To WRITE 
FINISH IT A. PAPER ON IT 
TONIGHT,’ 


KARAVAN 
VAPORS 
A 


2ND 
BIREADAY 


BATIK 
BAST 


UNIQUE 
BATIK 


HANDMADE 
INDONESIAN 
COTTON BATIK 


BOWLING SHIRE 
ONIN] aoe 


PATCHWORK 


PANT 
ONIN Sees 


PATCHWORK 
SHORTS 
ONIN GIG Te 


122 Main St 
-located above Pinocchio's 


Northampton, MA 585-0815 
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FROM OUR NEW MENU 


yx Mexican Burger 
Cheese Melt + 
vx Mozzarella Burger 


¥x Louisiana Blackened Burger + 
yx Canadian Bacon Burger +x 


FOOD SERVED 
Monday - Saturday 11:30 am - 9:30 pm 
Sunday - 11:00 am - 9:30 pm 


SINCEre19g 68 


[OEAOT PLEADANT-AMIERST 


CORRECTION 
Last issue we incorrectly identified a 
Salad menu item in The Pub's ad as 
Chicken McDarin. There is no such 
animal. What we meant to say was 
Chicken Mandarin. Eat it and enjoy. 


COMICS & MORE 
38 A Main St. 
Northampton 


Comics Games Ect. 


CHECK OUT OUR 
WEEKLY SPECIALS! 


Open M. & W. 2 to 7pm 
Th. & Fri. 2 to 9pm 
Sat. 2 to 7pm 


Located downstairs between Don 
Mullers and The Mountain Goat 
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> COUGH!= I THINK 
HOWDIT  THEWIND 


> SNIFF/< (TS THE 
WHATS THAT OIL FIRES, 
STENCH? SIR. 


RD & 
D emits 


"eG, 


1 AND WITH OVER. 500 wn A > COUGHS PERMANENT 
3COUGHIS OIL WELLS DARKNESS HAS SETTLED 
STILL BURNING OUT OF OVER THE..,2COUGHI< EN- 
RO. TIRE CITY... 7COUGHIs HACK!: 


IN ADDITION 70 REFUSING TO AD- 
MITANY MORE FOREIGN JOURNAL- 
ISTS, THE GOVERNMENT |S TRYING 
TO ATIRIT THE EXISTING PRESS 
| CORPS BY DENYING US ACCESS TD 
3] 70D. TMYSELF HAVE HAD NO- 


600D EVENING. HERE IN 
KUWAIT, FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
HAS BECOME THE LATEST 
CASUALTY INA WAR THAT 
SS WON'T 


WHY? BECAUSE THE WESTERN PRESS 
HAS BEEN TELLING THE TRUTH— 

ABOUT THE CHAOS, THE LACK OF 
SERVICES, THE SHOCKING 


GOOD EVENING, IN KUWAIT 
TODAY, ES 


DEPUTY MINISTER, FOR SOME 


MR. 
TIME NOW, WESTERN JOURNALISTS 


HEY! >COUGH!< 

KID! CLOSE THE 
DAMN WINDOWS, 
WILLYAZ = ee = 


ROLAND? THIS IS PETER 
JENNINGS! AS CRITICAL AS 
THAT STORY 15, YOUR WELFARE 
15 MUGH MORE IMPORTANT TO 


BECAUSE I. DID MY HOME- 
WORK. I FOUND OUT WHO THE 
POSTWAR PLAYERS LUQULD EE. 

AR- 


5 
| 
i 
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EXCUSE ME? WEWERE DUMPED 
WHY ARE YOU 'T WAS 


KUWAIT? WE 
CONFUSED, eT FREED 


= GNA 
DE ZAIN —~ 
7a 


DID YOU HEAR WEMIGHT IT'S BOOPSIE I'M WORRIED Pa Ie 
NOW BE STUCK HERE UNTIL ABOUT, SHES GOTTA BE GOIN' ; MILITARY 4 WEHAVE 
é NUTS! IM JUST GLAD SHES IN LIVES Now! 
A MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT 3 


/ GROUP. 


FIRST OFA COUPLE OF ITEMS. 
ANYONE WHOS IN NEED OF 
COUNSELING FOR CHILDREN 


SECONDLY, DON'T 
FORGET THE FOT- 
HOME, LET'S HOPE THIS IS 
ONE OF THE FINAL MEETINGS 
OF THE MALIBU MILITARY 
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T WRITE ALMOST EVERY DAY, 

ANDI SENT HIM A LUTTLE 

BUNNY RABBIT WITH CHOCO- 
ON 
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THINK WHAT WE CAN DO FOR 
YOU. BE ONE OF THE FEW, THE 
PROUD, THE ADVERTISERS IN 
THE VALLEY COMIC NEWS. 
INSTEAD OF READING THIS AD, 
YOU COULD BE SELLING THE 
GOODS AND SERVICES THAT 
MAKE YOUR BUSINESS GROW, 
AND OURS AS WELL. 


ADVERTISING 


IT PAYS BOTH OUR BILLS! 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR MORE 
ABOUT WHAT THE VALLEY COMIC 
NEWS CAN DOFOR YOU, PLEASE CALL 
ONE OF OUR CRACK STAFF AT: 
(413) 586-2274. 
REASONABLE RATES 
REASONABLE PEOPLE. 
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WeE DIDN'! 
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